

The VVHiTfe H#use 

WASH &4GTQ 


s. 


CtA ( i£JU-k\ A^<yU su* 


,4s^*-^W C /A J^O^a-i 


£*<L,^ 


\JZj2*~*s ^t*A2-«-cM^' ff\A?-<ij-i0~.. 




^1 W 



7; 


1 S 

■t ** . ' £ 


— L"/-n -*c;^-*r- 




<sj, : 



- f 



cn 











sgSEf CA 



J*-J\. 


Some Experts Ueiieye- nitewa ■.: 
Is Keeping 30.000 troops m Cuba : 


\ 


Intelligence Authorities Think Total ; *$ 
Hasn't Changed. Greatly Since Fall g 
and That Men' Are. Being Rotated 3/'. • 

.'..'••"' By HANSON W. BALDWIN ; .'_"; 7 "::] 

'\ / • ~ ' 1983, New T«* Time* News 8err1e» : ' . \ 

. -, , ' .. NEW YORK. April » '■ 

'• A RECEffT REASSESSMENT of Soviet forces hi Cub* has 
evinced some intelligence experts that there may be 30.000 
^40 000 Russian military personnel on iht island. Many expertt 
■^^tomibec has notSoall y changed greatly since last ML 
zThe upward revision of past fig- 1 some Pentagon officials now call 
'ures sterns from t close study of fo t "Soviet expeditionary force" 


all available inteffigence facts 
•The experts believe, too, that the 
Russians are rotating troops to 
Cuba, not withdrawing them. 

These interrpetations provide 
the background for the recent as- 
sertion by Senator Kenneth B. 
Keating (Rep.), New York, that 
Russian strength in Cuba, de- 
spite withdrawals announced by 
President Kennedy, waa ftill 
about 17,000 men. i •• - - 
r ' At a news conference April 3, 
the President estimated that 4000 
Soviet soldiers had been with- 
drawn in recent weeks. He did 
not estimate the number that 
remained, but left the impres- 
sion that about 13,000 were still 
t there. 

j THERE IS no consensus in 
' Washington about how many So- 
viet soldiers are in Cuba. In 
fact, some of the highest govern- 
ment officials and many intelli- 
gence off'.cen admit that they do 
not know how many are on ih^ 
.island. . , - . 

i It is far easier to estimate too- 
■nages of equipment and numbers 
'of guns than numbers of person- 
nel. Last fall, emphasis in the 
intelligence community was fixed 
on the Soviet medium-range mis- 
siles in Cuba and. there was A 
tendency, until after the crisis 
had passed, to neglect the details 
of the ground forces and of cop-; 
>ventional equipment'. :r '-•*. 

Moreover, K has been possible 
to estimate the numbers cf So- 
viet soldiers withdrawn from the 
bland in recent weeks, but not 
bow many have been brought in. 
Many officials are convinced 
that the Russians are replacing 
the troops they have withdrawn 
in a rotation plan similar to those 
the United -States uses fpCrts 
overseas units. c" ; - ■ ■"'■ .' * - - 
DETAILS are lacking on what 


in Cuba. Some experts believe 
that the Russians are maintain- 
ing the equivalent of a heavily, 
reinforced motorized rifle divi-* 
slon. Such a division normally 
numbers about 13,000 men. * 
,The four principal tactical 
ground units, identified In the 
past as "battalion-size" units," 
are still on the island and have 
made no attempt to conceal 
their identity. Other units of 
field artillery, antiaircraft, in- 
fantry, and so on t are said to be 
somewhat harder to pinpoint 

Though many intelligence ex-' 
perts andsome Government of- 
ficials say that they do not. 
know bow many Russian troops 
are in Cuba, one said that he 
would bet a year's pay that the 
number was closer to 30,000 than 
to 17,000, and a month's pay 
that ft was closer to 40,000 than 
to 17.000. : 

THE PURPOSES of the con-, 
tlnued presence of so large a 
Soviet force in Cuba could be. 
multiple. ' * * * 

It was undoubtedly intended, 
originally to provide protection' 
for the long-range missiles that- 
Premier Khrushchev attempted 
to install there last fafl. Since: 
the withdrawal of all or part of 
these missiles, the troops appear 
to have a number of function*: 

(1) To help protect the island 
against any invasion by the. 
United States or by exile force* 
aided by the United St&tM. *-"- : 

(2) To perpetuate Premier Bf; 
del Castro's rule and to secure 
the Communist government there 
against internal revolt. *-V 

(3) To train Cuban forces and 
other Communist Latin Ameri- 
can cadres. -' ' ' " . 

(4) To provide small infatra- 
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believe the number has not actuall y cbangedgreatiy since last wul 
zThe upward revision of past fig- 
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'ures stems from a close study of 
: all available inteiKgence facts. 
The experts believe, too, that the 
Russians are rotating troops to 
Cuba, not withdrawing (hem. 

These Interrpetatlons provide 
the background for the recent as- 
sertion by Senator Kenneth B. 
Keating (Rep.). New York, that 
Russian strength in Cuba, de- 
spite withdrawals announced by 
President Kennedy,, was still 

about 17.000 men.- < 

' ' At a news conference April 3, 
the President estimated that 4000 
Soviet soldiers had been with- 
drawn in recent weeks. He did 
not estimate the number that 
remained, but left the impres- 
sion that about 13,000 were still 
( there, 

| THERE IS no consensus in 
' Washington about how many So- 
viet soldiers are in Cuba* In 
fact, some of the highest govern- 
ment officials and many intelli- 
gence officers admit that they do 
not know how many are on the 
.island. 

j It is far easier to estimate ton- 
nages of equipment and numbers 
'of guns than numbers of person- 
jnel. Last fall, emphasis in the 
intelligence community was fixed 
on the Soviet medium-range mis- 
siles in Cuba and. there was * 
tender^, until after the crisis 
had passed!, to neglect the details 
of the ground forces and of con-: 
ventional equipment *'; \ ii * 

Moreover, ft has been possible 
to estimate the numbers of So- 
viet soldiers withdrawn from the 
island in recent weeks, but not 
how many have been brought in. 
Many officials are convinced 
that the Russians are replacing 
the troops they have withdrawn 
in l rotation plan similar to those 
the United -States uses f??~.fts 
overseas umtsj ""* ^~* "' "*~ ; 
DETAILS are lacking on what 


some Pentagon officials now call 
the "Soviet expeditionary force" 
in. Cuba, Some experts believt - 
mat the Russians are maintain- . 
big the equivalent of a heavily- 
reinforced motorized rifle divV 
sioa Such a division normally- 
numbers about 13,000 men. 
.The four principal tactical 
ground units, identified in tho 
past as "battalion-size" units, * 
are still on the island and have 
made no attempt to conceal 
their Identity, Other units of 
field artillery, antiaircraft, in-" 
fan try, and so on, are said to be 
somewhat harder to pinpoint 

Though many intelligence ex-" 
perts andsome Government of- 
ficials say that they do notl 
know, how many Russian troops 
are la Cuba, one said that he 
would bet a year's pay that the 
number was closer to 30,000 than 
to 17,000, and a month's pay 
that it was closer to 40,000 than 
to 17.000. ; 

THE PURPOSES of the con-, 
tinued presence of so large a 
Soviet force in Cuba could be. 
multiple, "'• . ♦'- . 

It was undoubtedly intended, 
originally to provide protection* 
for the long-range missiles that. 
Premier Khrushchev attempted 
to install there last fafl. Sines*, 
the withdrawal of all or part of 
these missiles, the troops appear 
to have a number of functions: 

(1) To help protect the island 
against any invasion by the: 
United States or by exfle forces 
aided by the United States, - '• \ 

(2) To perpetuate Premier Hr; 
del Castro's rule and to secure 
the Communist government there; 
against internal revolt ' v.; 

(3) To train Cuban forces and 
other Communist Latin Am erf- 
can cadres. ' ' ' \ I 

(4) -To provide *mal| infiltra-j 
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